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Welcome to Abbotsleigh

Our school

Why we exist 
We empower amazing girls to do amazing things.

How we do things 
Our teachers are role models who inspire each girl to reach her personal best. 
Their lessons last a lifetime.

What we do 
Our holistic education underpinned by the Christian faith, helps our girls thrive 
today and tomorrow.

Abbotsleigh School Values
Chosen by the girls themselves

Integrity 
We do what’s right, not what’s easy

Respect 
We value everyone for who they are

Courage 
We dare to take risks

Compassion 
We lift each other up

Perseverance 
We get up, we don’t give up
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Part A – General information for overseas students studying  
at Abbotsleigh

Useful contacts

International dialling

To make an international call from Australia, 
dial 0011, then the country code, city/region 
code and phone number.
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Contacts for support at school

The School wants your experience to be a happy and safe one while you are being extended 
academically. There are many people at school who can support you along the way, whether 
it be in relation to your studies, wellbeing or queries regarding your student visa.

Matter Position 

Emergency matters
Contact Emergency Services or your official point of 
contact for further assistance

Official point of contact for 
overseas students

Boarding Coordinator (overseas boarders)
Year Coordinator (overseas day students)

Wellbeing, welfare and  
pastoral care
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When to ask for help

So that we can help you and ensure your safety, please contact one of the people above if you:

•	Are feeling unhappy at school or in general.

•	Are having difficulty fitting in.

•	Think you have chosen the wrong subject.

•	
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Part B – Other useful information about Abbotsleigh

Accommodation
All overseas students holding student visas and enrolled at Abbotsleigh must be enrolled as 
Boarding students. Boarding is a long-term commitment unless the School has previously 
agreed in writing to the contrary. Students enrolled as Boarders are expected to remain as 
boarders for the full duration of their enrolment at Abbotsleigh. 
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Co-curricular opportunities
There are lots of opportunities for you to experience different interests and for you to realise 
your potential. We encourage you to take advantage of the many opportunities that you will 
have to become involved in School events that occur outside the classroom. Extra curricular 
activities are available during school hours or after hours as part of the School’s AbbSchool 
program.
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Enrolment conditions
The overseas student must have a current:

•
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Medical insurance
Students need to pay their overseas health cover for the full anticipated study period before 
arriving in Australia and prior to the issue of their visa.

Money 
Students are advised not to carry or store large amounts of cash or open cheques either on 
their person or in the house. Students are not to have large amounts of cash at School.

Saturday School of Community Languages
A number of students from the School choose to undertake their native language as a Higher 
School Certificate subject, which involves travelling to a Saturday Language School in the 
Sydney Metropolitan Area each Saturday morning. This is seen as part of their official school 
curriculum. Transport to and from Sydney is each student’s personal responsibility. There are 
no tuition fees for Saturday School of Community Languages classes.

The Head of Curriculum is the contact person for this school and will receive regular 
progress reports along with reports of any absences. However, the Dean of Senior College or 
Head of Curriculum will be consulted in the case of Year 11 and 12 students as this Saturday 
activity may impact on the total number of units the student will sit for her HSC.
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Part C – The Australian education system

There is a big difference in the way the Australian education system operates compared to 
other parts of the world. For example, value is often placed on the application of knowledge 
in different situations outside the classroom (e.g. at student camps, work experience and 
different School functions).



Overseas Student Handbook | 15

To be eligible to sit the HSC, students must comply with the entry requirements, course 
restrictions and rules and regulations set down by the NESA from time to time. 

Overseas students will also be levied with a government charge. This charge is independent 
and over and above the School’s tuition fees.

If you have been successful in your program of study by the completion of Year 12, the NESA 
has the power to award students with the HSC along with a Record of Achievement. This 
certificate describes what competencies you have achieved in each subject that you have 
completed at HSC level.

Universities then use this information to give an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR), 
which students require for entry into Australian universities. This score (which is out of 100) 
ranks all of the students in the State of New South Wales by comparing how well each one 
did. The courses at university that are more in demand tend to have higher ATAR scores as 
an entrance mark.
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Part D – Tuition Protection Service (TPS)

The Tuition Protection Service (TPS) is an initiative of the Australian Government to assist 
international students whose education providers are unable to fully deliver their course of study.

The TPS ensures that international students are able to either:

•	complete their studies in another course or with another education provider or

•	receive a refund of their unspent tuition fees.

Australia has a well established international education sector with over 1200 education 
providers delivering a high quality education to international students. For many years now 
Australia has been a world leader in protecting the tuition fees of international students 
studying in Australia on a student visa. Recent changes to the Education Services for 
Overseas Students (ESOS) Act have further strengthened protections for international 
students through the introduction of the Tuition Protection Service (TPS).

In the unlikely event your education provider is unable to deliver a course you have paid for 
and does not meet their obligations to either offer you an alternative course that you accept 
or pay you a refund of your unspent prepaid tuition fees (this is called a provider’s ‘default 
obliga-tions’), the TPS will assist you in finding an alternative course or to get a refund if a 
suitable alternative is not found.

Student default occurs:
Under section 47A of the ESOS Act, an overseas student or intending overseas student de-
faults, in relation to a course at a location, if:

•	the course starts at the location on the agreed starting day, but the student does not start 
the course on that day (and has not previously withdrawn); or

•	the student withdraws from the course at the location (either before or after the agreed 
starting day); or

•	the registered provider of the course refuses to provide, or continue providing, the course 
to the student at the location because of one or more of the following:

•	the student failed to pay an amount payable to the provider for the course;

•	the student breached a condition of his/her student visa;

•	misbehaviour by the student (Note: the student is entitled to natural justice under 
subsection 47A(3)).

Provider default occurs:
Under section 46A of the ESOS Act a registered provider defaults, in relation to an overseas 
student or intending overseas student and a course at a location, if:

•	the provider fails to start providing the course to the student at the location on the agreed 
starting day; or

•	after the course starts but before it is completed, it ceases to be provided to the student 
at the location; and the student has not withdrawn from the course before the default day.
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Part E – Living in Australia

This section is designed to give you a quick summary of some of the major differences 
between your own country and Australia. There is more comprehensive information available 
from the Study in Australia website, https://www.studyinaustralia.gov.au/english/live-in-
australia.

•	Roads and traffic – In Australia, people drive on the left hand side of the road. If this is 
different to your country, you need to be very careful when crossing the road.

•	Water usage – Australia is a much drier country than others. On top of that, it has been in 
drought for many years. Water usage must be managed carefully in each home.

•	Food – In the Abbotsleigh boarding house dining room, food is served on a self select 
basis. There is at least one meat/fish dish, with a vegetarian option and a selection of 
salads and pastas.

•	Lifestyle – Australians value their leisure time. Pollution levels are much lower compared 
to the majority of other countries and Australians enjoy their environment by participating 
in many outdoor activities. You may find this quite different if you have come from a large 
urban city.

•	Population – The largest city in Australia is Sydney. Some international students may 
come from cities that have the population of the whole of New South Wales (NSW) or even 
the whole of Australia in them – such as Shanghai in China.

•	Telephone and internet – In Australia, people have to pay for all telecommunications. 
Even local telephone calls are not free.
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Notes:






